
 

 
 
 
    

T h e  D r o u g h t  a n d  N o - T i l l  
At this moment we find ourselves between seasons, or should I say, experiences! We also have to 
admit that a drought of any magnitude catches our attention, which is possibly why they occur. 
 One can see that this drought has generated many enquiries about No-Till and the benefits it 
has for the farmer who takes No-Till CA seriously. We in southern KZN, did not have the 
abundance of rain which was experienced on the Highveld; we had to be patient. We were 
allocated smaller but seemingly strategic millimetres of rain, but we have a crop. 

The 2017 No-Till Conference 
Much time has been spent on sourcing speakers that we feel will stimulate thinking out of the box 
as well as encourage those embarking or considering changing from conventional to no-till 
farming. Please read all about the speakers we have chosen that we know will hold your interest 
during this conference. 

Membership and encouragement 
Often we are asked, “What do we get for our membership?” Well, it is felt that we are not a 
sport’s club or leisure type activity organisation, but an organisation geared to encourage and 
supply technical matters regarding the importance of conservation of the soil as well as water for 
our very existence and food security. 

 The R250.00 p.a. we ask members to pay, we view as a donation towards our efforts in 
running the No-Till Club. We therefore ask that if you are committed to help us maintain as well as 
expand our influence, that you would contact us on ntcsandra@gmail.com or 
richardfindlayntc2@gmail.com | or call 033 330 2062 to become supporters in our efforts. 

 Please look at the pictures which you will find on the internet by going to the following links. 
You will get some idea of the consequences when Conservation Agriculture is not taken seriously.  
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2017/may/04/soil-erosion-in-tanzania-in-
pictures?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Green+Light+2016&utm_term=224701&su
bid=10117639&CMP=EMCENVEML1631 
Then look at this video to see when one starts building soils and taking conservation agriculture 
seriously and thinking out of the box, what can transpire: https://vimeo.com/170413226 

Please consider sponsoring our efforts to spread the word and knowledge that will go a 
long way to give those wanting to make a difference the solution to the horrific picture 
you saw in the first link. 

Encouraging visit from 57 Limpopo Farmers 
On 23 February 2017 we hosted 57 eager and interested emerging farmers and extension officers 
from Limpopo province. They contacted Cedara regarding their visit to KZN with the request that 
they wanted to learn more about No-Till CA. We asked Anthony Muirhead if we could bring the 
group to his farm, with Bright Mashiyana, a soil scientist who is responsible for the National 
Landcare Project in the KZN province. He gave them a very detailed enlightening presentation, as 
well as Anthony Muirhead, with Guy Thibaud on hand to answer the many questions asked while 
walking around the No-Till trials on the farm. 

The same old theories are used to why no-till does not work! 

Over the years we have had many farmers and advisors come and tell us no-till does not work in 
my or my client’s conditions, especially when it comes to planting into good thick mulch”. 
 Well, Martin Adams found the article in a 1981 NO-Till Farmer Magazine, which we have 
published and which you can read. Then we have chosen to give you a picture story titled the 
Challenge. Sameer Sheik, dealer principal for VALTRAC in KZN, after seeing the cover crop demo 
we had planted for the 2016 conference with VALTRAC’S planter, came to me and said, “Richard 
we are going to demonstrate to many doubting farmers that one CAN plant maize and soya bean 
into a thick mulch even with a simple no-till planter, as long as it is properly set”. 

I accepted the challenge and Agricol supplied the maize and soya seed while Stimuplant gave us 
the inoculants. Please see for yourself with the pictures we took. 
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DISCLAIMER 
While every care has been taken to 
ensure the correctness of the 
information contained in this 
publication, many of the comments 
are personal observations of the 
writers concerned. The No-Till Club 
cannot be held responsible for any 
consequences that may arise out of 
the use of the information 
provided. This also applies to the 
use of trade names of various 
agro-chemicals and machinery. Use 
of these brand names should not 
be taken to intimate sole support 
by the No-Till Club of that particular 
brand. It is recognised that there 
are other products on the market 
equally suited to the task. 
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2005  Left:  Richard Findlay  
 Right:  Hans Gevers 
harvesting his maize at Lunaberg KZN 

  

Sometimes your memory needs jogging – giving you “Food for Thought” 
hen we received an advertorial from Quality Seeds, I was reminded of my friendship with the late Dr Hans Gevers who 
dedicated his life to this high lysine maize, as it was first known, and then later was re-named Quality Protein Maize non-GM 
maize specie. 

While going through my files on QPM, I came across a letter that Hans wrote to Farmer’s Weekly in 2011, which gives some idea of 
what drove him in his pursuit of getting this type of maize in to the market.    
  

Maize & malnutrition 
I refer to Prof Johann Kirsten's article A plan for food security 

action (20 May). That 23% of South African children are stunted 

is indeed disturbing, but it's not entirely unexpected. In some 

communities, hunger and malnutrition 

are aggravated by ever-present poverty 

and the resulting inability to attain an 

adequate nutritional dietary balance; a 

rapidly growing population; a lack of 

resources; and the ravages of HIV/Aids. 

Children and the unemployed are most 

vulnerable. Action to address this 

problem is necessary. 

 Maize, which is still the most important 

staple food in South Africa, must be 

placed under close scrutiny as a prime 

cause of nutritional imbalance and hence 

as the cause of malnutrition, incipient or 

real deficiencies, and physical stunting. 

 Conventional maize in its many forms, 

although affordable and available, is a notoriously poor protein 

source. Literature abounds in cases of malnutrition and stunted 

growth where maize is the staple diet. 

 Literature also notes that the deficiency diseases kwashiorkor 

(lysine efficiency) and pellagra (niacin deficiency), even at non-

critical levels, can lead to stunting. Supplementation of maize 

meal with vitamins and minerals, although necessary, simply 

isn't enough. And the cost of providing supplements such as 

beans for the poor is also problematic. 

 Many studies relating to the poor nutritional 

value of maize were undertaken in the course of 

breeding high-lysine or quality protein maize 

(QPM).  

This genetic maize variant has significant 

increases in lysine and tryptophan and a 

reduction of leucine in maize endosperms, all of 

which greatly improve its nutritional value. 

 Although QPM can only partly solve the 

nutritional problems, it's one of a few grains that 

have a built-in genetic characteristic that can 

counteract kwashiorkor and pellagra. Interest in 

QPM began in 1963 when a gene was found that 

improved maize's protein status. But this 

discovery was largely ignored due to the 

agronomic side-effects of the gene. These have been largely 

overcome by sustained breeding and selection so that QPM is 

now almost indistinguishable from ordinary maize. 

Dr H.O.Gevers, Scottsville, KZN 
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aving just received my E-copy of Bizcommunity.com, Agriculture, 
Horticulture & Forestry, I read the exciting news for those who want our 
environment to be looked after. The companies who applied to do 

fracking have had their application to do exploration on 800,000ha turned down 
by the Western Cape High Court on the 4th of May. 

 Apparently the application by Rhino Oil and Gas was submitted in 2015 and 
early 2016 to explore in two areas of KZN – The Midlands and Northern KZN 
covering 1,600,000ha affecting 15000 farms. 

 Thank goodness for KWANALU’s action to get people alerted to what was 
transpiring. The No-Till Club emailed everybody within KZN on its email list. 
KWANALU took a proactive response to this threat.  

 Sandy La Marque, CEO of KWANALU, hailed this along with farmers in Northern KZN, as a massive victory. 
However, they are still working hard on legal interventions for the Rhino Oil and Gas application still bothering the KZN 
Midlands. 

 The No-Till Club of KZN wishes to thank KWANALU and all those who have actively been defending our province 
against degradation of our environment, for which we as a club of concerned individuals, are on the forefront of the 
battle to save our natural resources for the generations that will follow. 

 Should you want to read the full report send me an email to richrafindlatntc2@gmail.com and I will send you the 
Pdf or go onto the internet http://www.bizcommunity.com  
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PLANTING INTO A THICK COVER/MULCH 
Early on Monday 5 September, the day before our 2016 No-Till Conference, while at 
breakfast, Sameer Sheik of Valtrac hurriedly came to me, looking extremely excited.  

“Richard,” he said, “we need to plant maize and soya into the cover crop area this coming spring!” I asked why.  

“This cover crop is looking good and has given us fantastic dry matter production; it will make a very deep/thick mulch.”  

He then elaborated by saying, “So many farmers are convinced that no-till planters would never be able to plant into such a good and 
heavy stand of cover material, so let’s show them it can be done with a simple no-till planter!” 

After the conference, the Cedara Soil Science Team sprayed the cover crop with Roundup and left it to die back. Later, a spray with 
Roundup followed, with a Gramoxone application shortly before planting on 17 November2016. 
 
  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03 Getting Jumil No-Till planter ready 

NO-TILL CONFERENCE 2016 

The Challenge 

 

VALTRAC supplied the 

planter 

04 Planting into thick, mulch with 

 no effort with well-set planter 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

06 

Guy Thibaud 

In front of Guy:  Nothing has ever been planted before.  

Behind Guy:  Maize planted into the cover crop area that 
 has been planted to cover crops for the past 
 few years.   

No fertilizer was applied at planting, relying only on the fertility built 
up with cover crops and residual fertilizer that was applied previously 
on the cover crop establishments over a few years. 

07 
On the left Maize planted in area we repeatedly had sown a mix of 
 species of high and lower dry matter yielding potential 
 at heavy seeding rates. 
On the right Maize in area where single species high dry matter 
 yielding cover crops like oates and stooling rye. 
The middle  Single specie cover crop species like annual clovers. 

09 
Take a look at the nodules developed on the soya bean roots. 
No-till into a good thick mulch works. 
Seeing is believing! 

 



 

Bad No-Till 
Rumors Just 

Aren’t True 
Work out the right no-till 

system for your farm  
and don’t worry what 
others says about re- 

duced tillage, suggests  
this Iowa farmer. 

 

 

NO-TILLING IS nothing new to Burt 
and Dave Dostal of Maquoketa, 
Iowa. They’ve been no-tilling their 
rolling land in eastern Iowa since 
1974. 

While Burt has pretty well now 
turned the farming operation of 
the family’s 550 acres over to Dave, 
he’s certainly happy that they got 
into no-till. 

“It’s a good feeling to see land 
that’s been in the family for more 
than a century continue to be 
taken care of properly,” says 
Dostal. “The reason we started no-till 
was because we wanted to save the 
soil.” 

The father-son team raises 320 
acres of corn and soybeans each 
year. On 5% to 12%, slopes with 
Fayette soils, no-till corn yields have 
been running 145 to 165 bu. per 
acre. 

“We contoured and strip-
cropped for years and we can still 
do that, even with no-till,” says 
Dostal. “But I think Dave will be 
going to more corn and beans and 
less meadow. He can do that on 
our rolling land without erosion 
with no-till.” 

Start Slow. When they first got 
into no-tillage, they started with just 
a few acres. “I’d recommend that,” 
says Dostal. “I’d follow someone 
else through their no-till system for 
a year. And talk to a lot of people as 
to what will and won’t work.” 

When it comes to equipment 
needed for no-tilling, Dostal figures 

a young man could get into no-till 
farming for one-fifth of the 
investment of conventional 
farming — not counting harvesting 
equipment which would be the 
same for both tillage systems. “But 
you don’t need a plow, disc or 
harrow — just a planter, sprayer 
and maybe a cultivator,” he says.  

“Our tractor is a 70 horse-
power model and we figure we 
use less than 1 gal. of diesel  
fuel an acre up to harvest time,” 
explains Dostal.  

For no-tilling, they use an 
International Harvester cyclo-
planter. “When you’re using 
fluted coulters like we do, the 
main thing to watch is that you 
don’t drive too fast,” cautions 
Dostal. “You want to drive slow 
enough that the coulter doesn’t 
throw too much soil away from 
the row. That’s about 4 to 6 miles 
an hour.” 

Forget Bad Rumors. Dostal says 
a common rumor concerning no-
tillage is that there will be more 
weeds. But he hasn’t found that to 
be the case. Besides herbicides, 
Dostal figures you may have to do a 
little cultivating occasionally to 

keep all weeds under control with 
no-till corn.  

Another typical rumor deals 
with poor no-till stands. “Some 
people call it slip-shod farming and 
say you can’t get a stand with no-
tillage,” he adds. “But  that’s not 
true either. I often get better stands 
than I ever did with plowing.” 

A third commonly-heard rumor 
is that beans or corn simply can’t 
grow through heavy crop residue. 
Yet Dostal has found this is no 
problem since fluted coulters cut a 
path right through the crop residue 
for the crops to grow in. And he’s 
even seen instances where a bean 
plant will grow right around the 
corn stalk anyway.  

Some people also believe crop 
trash will build up too much over 
the years. Instead, Dostal has found 
most corn stalks disintegrate in a 
year’s time. And as a bonus, he’s 
convinced no-tillage is giving a 
buildup of humus in the soil.  

“No-till is the way of the future,” 
he concludes. “If you want  to make  
it work and aren’t afraid to learn a 
new way of farming, you can do it. 

 

   

 

 

No-Till Farmer/November/81 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 (NIV) 
What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; 

there is nothing new under the sun. 
 



 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

t a recent committee meeting it was decided to 
consider the positive results that follow when a 
district like the farmers in Karkloof in KwaZulu-

Natal, jointly took a decision to adopt No-Till 
Conservation Agriculture as the preferred way of 
farming, and witness the impact it has had on the 
community by following a more inclusive environmental 
path for their district.  

The No-Till Club has taken a policy decision to not only 
promote No-Till Conservation Agriculture but to 
encourage farmers by making them aware of the 
benefits they can derive from pursuing an encompassing 
attitude to Eco Conservation combined with No-Till CA. 
Their district and community will benefit in the long term 
when they choose to work together. 
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Dr George Hughes 
As Drakensville overlooks the fantastic grader of the Drakensberg Mountains we thought it would be 
good to get an expert to talk to our delegates along these lines and here is the person. 

George started work as a game ranger in Giants Castle in 1961 and over the next 40 years he hardly ever 
had the Drakensberg out of his sight and never out of his affections. 

In 1999 he was appointed CEO, KwaZulu-Natal Nature Conservation Services and retired 31 August 2001 
as CEO Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife. He was seconded to KZN Conservation Trust as Chief Executive Officer in 
2002. He retired (for a second time) in 2004 and was appointed Chief Executive Officer KZN Conservation 
Trust. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 

The above statement gave rise to the list of speakers invited to share with us during the  

2017 NO-TILL CONFERENCE 
 

Dr Warren Parker from New Zealand, an Agriculturalist-Conservationist and inspirational speaker, will 
make you think about conservation seriously. That includes conservation agriculture interwoven with 
environmental conservation for the good of the community. Warren has addressed The Large Herd Dairy 
conference in South Africa on Sustainable Dairy Farming. 

Overseas Speaker 

Steve Colenbrander, well known and respected Charted 
Accountant with a large farmer base practice, has some very 
good guidelines for farmers and will be answering the 
following question: “Should I be looking at the bottom line 
or my bank balance?” 

Advice from a Charted Accountant 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hear farmers 

speak about  

their 

experiences 
 

 Shimi Mokoka 

 Ken Evans 

 Angus McIntosh 

 Bruce Shepherd 

 Wolfgang von Loepers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen to well respected 

scientists 

 
 
 Dr Neil Miles 

 Dr Jaap Knot 

 Dr Johnnie van den Berg 

 

Shimi Mokoka farms in Gauteng and has a fascinating story of his 
journey to becoming a fully-fledged commercial farmer and why he has 
adopted No-Till Conservation Agriculture as preferred system of 
cropping on his farm. 

Ken Evans, crop farmer from Viljoenskroon, farms in 
an area where many people said that no-till could 
not work due to the type of sandy soil found there. 
He has succeeded and has a story to encourage 
those who doubt. 

 

Wolfgang von Loepers, another farmer from the Western Cape, farms 
olive and wine. His understanding of computer gadgets has helped in 
the development of systems. He uses modern electronic devices and 
technology to assist his farming operation in recording important and 
essential data required for a farmer to make important managerial 
decisions. 

 

Dr Neil Miles, head soil scientist with the SA Sugar Association, who also 
spent many years at Cedara developing the soil analysis programme that 
many farmers rely on throughout South Africa. Neil has had wide 
exposure in the fertilization of maize, soya, pastures and sugarcane and 
will guide us in methods of building healthy soils needed to make a 
success of agriculture. 

 
Dr Jaap Knot, who farms in the Ladybrand district of the Eastern Free 
State, assists in consultation to a well-known mission station in Lesotho, 
Growing Nations. Jaap did his Ph.D. thesis on No-Till Conservation 
Agriculture in the Eastern Free State. He has also done practical research 
with cover crops for that region. 

Egon Zunckel, well known proponent for 
no-till, farms soya bean and maize. After 
a hail storm this year on 100ha of soya, 
he planted sunflower for the first time, 
and it looks as if it will be a good crop. He 
plants cover crops, and now has beef as 
well. He not only farms in KZN but also 
farms in the Warden district of the Free 
State where he introduced no-till. 
 

Dr Johnnie van den Berg, well respected Entomologist with North West 
University, will be explaining the importance of a well-managed 
integrated pest management and spray programme with the aim of 
increasing bio-diversity. He will also tell us what to expect regarding THE 
FALL ARMY WORM. 

 



 

 
 
 

As usual, we will have an EXPO and machinery demonstration, and we will also show you 
the Rain Simulator made to illustrate how rainfall can be both a friend, and if not controlled, 
an insidious enemy. A live demo of cover crops will be on show. 
  
 
  REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE: 
  Contact:  
  Sandra    ntcsandra@gmail.com   or  
     082 472 5987    as well as  
  Richard   richardfindlayntc2@gmail.com  or  
     074 104 7081 
   
  Office Telephone   033 330 2062  
  Fax to Computer  086 579 6926 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
The question is often directed as to the reason why it is so necessary to keep the pressure on 
in pursuit of excellence and adoption of No-Till Conservation Agriculture. 

Well, the answer is very clear and simple, as we are merely following a command! In Genesis 
2:15 we have it, “The Lord God took the man and placed him in The Garden of Eden to work 
and take care of it.”  

So why is no-till the answer? 
No-till is only part of the answer, but it is the beginning in our quest to regenerate a healthy, 
fertile, and productive soil, close to the condition it was given to man in the beginning. It is a 
mere tool to pursue and obtain the resultant goal, of achieving a system where the soil surface 
is disturbed very little, so as to retain the mulch on the surface. 

The mindset change! 
The objectives of adopting no-till as opposed to conventional tilling of the soil in the manner 
we were used to, those being the plough, disc and harrow, so as to create a super fine seed 
bed: 

 

WHAT IS HAPPENING 

WITH EMERGING 

FARMER 

DEVELOPMENT? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erna Kruger heads up Mahlatini 
Foundation, an organisation 
dedicated to rural development 
and agricultural development. 
Erna with her extension staff, 
train smallholder farmers in the 
practise and principles of No-Till 
Conservation Agriculture and 
has been involved in her efforts 
for 20 years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor August Basson heads up 
Growing Nations in Lesotho 
where, within the many aspects 
of a mission station, has spent 
many years developing farmers 
in both spiritual matters and 
agriculture. He has been an avid 
promoter of No-Till Conserva-
tion Agriculture. In recent times 
he has been asked and given 
the task of establishing a new 
training centre and curriculum 
for Pastors entering the mission 
fields in Africa, in order for 
them to be well versed and able 
to have the ability of introd-
ucing farming systems and no-
till where they will be stationed 
in the future. 

You are personally responsible for booking and 

paying your accommoation. 

The No-Till Club DOES NOT DO ANY BOOKING. 

 

BOOKING DETAILS 
 

ATKV Drakensville Holiday Resort 
Office  036 438 6287 |Fax 036 438 6524 
Email  drakensville@atkv.org.za or visit 
 www.drakensville.co.za 
 
Central Berg Information Centre:   036 488 1207 
Backpackers    082 855 9767  
(Very close to Drakensville) 

 
ATKV DRAKENSVILLE  

GPS coordinates: 28°36’38.6” S / 29°07’38.6” E 
 

Call Automobile Association for update on road conditions 
Present recommended route: Harrismith to Bergville, via N3 

Emergency Situations: 0861 000 234 (available 24/7/365)  
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(…continued …”Gaining Ground In The Pursuit To Have More Farmers Adopt No-Till Conservation Agriculture “) 

 It is very important to disturb the soil surface as little as possible and to create a biological “skin or blanket” on the surface of the 
soil, which is termed a mulch. A mulch can be the residue of the previous crop, or a “cover crop” established especially to create 
this skin or blanket on the soil surface for the following reasons: 

• Reducing erosion by weakening the velocity and power of the raindrop impact on the soil, thus moderating the velocity of the 
flow of water, and in the case of wind erosion, reducing the power of the wind. 

• Reducing the velocity of the water in a storm, increases the infiltration rate of the rain water into the soil profile, reducing 
water erosion considerably, then in addition, the mulch will also reduce evaporation of moisture from the soil surface.  

• Mulch also reduces the soil surface temperature by as much a four degrees centigrade. 

This, when combined with the better moisture and oxygen retention and availability in that soil, makes it an ideal habitat for 
the many micro-organisms and insects needed for optimum soil health. Most importantly this includes the common 
earthworm, the ultimate indicator of a good healthy soil. 

In order to regenerate and restore the most precious resource next to water, our soil, The No-Till Club was formed, adopting a mission 
statement while setting out objectives for the pursuit of No-Till Conservation Agriculture, which we sincerely hope will culminate in 
sustainable agriculture and food security for South Africa and all our African countries. 

Become involved!  
We invite you to read about The No-Till Club of KZN and hope that you will be encouraged to seriously consider becoming a committed 
member, even if you are not a farmer but want to see environmentally friendly agriculture playing a positively “GREEN” role in food 
security. By becoming a member, you will give us the moral and financial support in our campaign to enable The No-Till Club to 
continue with this important mission to bring about the technical transfer of important principles. Farmers and agriculturalists need to 
understand and acquire these principles in the switch over to succeed with No-Till Conservation Agriculture.  
Membership is R250.00 per annum or part thereof. 

 

 

No-Till farmers  
can make a difference and 

play a big role  
in correcting climate 

change! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bewaringslandbou-boere 
kan 'n verskil maak en 'n 

groot rol speel in die herstel 
van klimaats-veranderinge 

526 Hilton 3245 

033 330 2062 

082 472 5987 Sandra 
           074 104 7081 Richard 

 086 579 6926 
 ntcsandra@gmail.com 

richardfindlayntc2@gmail.com 
www.notillclub.com 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

THE IMPORTANCE OF ADOPTING NO-TILL CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE 

Our Chairman and committee feel passionate enough to say that No-Till Conservation Agriculture has many advantages and 
benefits for all sectors of agriculture, forestry, livestock, and horticulture as well as game management. Why? 

No-Till Conservation Agriculture has positive effects on the following for society as a whole: 

1. Reduces and controls both water and wind soil erosion. (A growing threat in South Africa and worldwide.) 
2. Will assist in reducing soil surface temperatures. (Could be up to between 2° to 4° centigrade due to the covering of the 

soil using a mulch.) 
3. Builds healthy fertile soils by increasing soil organic matter essential for building and maintaining soil structure assisting 

moisture retention, plus vital oxygen availability to the roots and micro-organisms essential for healthy productive soils. 
4. Increases rainfall efficacy with increased moisture/rainfall infiltration rates allowing less runoff to occur. 
5. Allows soil to retain moisture for longer.  “More crop per rainfall drop!” 
6. Creates a more stable crop production environment enabling land users to secure a more sustainable future and 

greater food security for the nation. 
7. No-till reduces the release of carbon from the soil into the atmosphere (Global warming). 
8. There are reports that through Conservation Agriculture, along with a more organic system’s approach, can play a 

major role in reducing the devastating effects of Global Warming without spending millions on other methods put 
forward to reduce the carbon problem in the atmosphere! Something for a nation, with limited monitory resources, to 
consider. 

9. Land users implementing No-Till CA report savings of 30 to 40 litres of diesel per ha per annum. (Direct cost saving and 
reduction in Global Warming.) 

10. In a recent dryland trial, 2015/2016 on a farm in the Winterton district of KZN, no-till produced an extra 2 tons of grain 
per ha in this dry year. (Making economic sense/cents.) 

The No-Till Club of KZN considers No-Till Conservation Agriculture to be of national importance, in present day South and 
Africa. No-Till Conservation Agriculture is Green Agriculture attainable by all, with little extra or no extra cost required to 
implement, other than patience and dedication to following the principles of No-Till CA. A green system easy to  apply  but 
requires a total buy-in by organised agriculture, all branches of agriculture, government and a change in mind set!  

The No-Till Club of KZN is willing to assist where it can to advise land users with technical application of No-Till CA. To 
emphasise why it is important to adopt No-Till CA as a preferred system of agriculture, we refer to an article, which appeared 
in Biz. Community Agriculture, Forestry and Horticulture newspaper, dealing with the results obtained by the adoption of No-
Till Conservation Agriculture by the Moroccan Government. The last COP meeting on Climate Change was held in Marrakesh 
during November 2016. 

mailto:ntcsandra@gmail.com
mailto:richardfindlayntc2@gmail.com
http://www.notillclub.com/


 

Extract from, Article http://www.bizcommunity.com  
So what's the big fuss about no-till agriculture? 
BY: MELISSA BRITZ. 

Green Morocco Strategy 
Enter the Moroccan government with its "Plan MarocVert" or Green Morocco Strategy which aims to make agriculture a driving force 
for equitable economic growth. This plan was launched in 2008 and envisages creating 1.5 million jobs by 2020. A large part of this 
strategy is to assist small scale farmers who make up the bulk of the agri-sector to modernise their practices and boost the quantity and 
quality of their yields. The goal is also to move them from a subsistence livelihood to a market-linked enterprise. 

The government partnered with the Global Environment Facility which is a global partnership of 18 agencies that include NGOs, the 
UN, and development banks that use "strategic investments" to "help reduce poverty strengthen governance and achieve greater 
equality between women and men." GEF contributed a $4.3 million grant that galvanised additional funding from the World Bank and 
a $.2.4 billion from the Moroccan government. 

So how does this help the small-scale farmers? Climate change adaption technologies were piloted in 10 sites among 2,500 small 
farmers. 

Thank you the opportunity allowed by you to make contact with AgriSA 

CONCLUSION 

1. Consider the features and benefits of No-Till Conservation Agriculture. 

2. We have witnessed the adoption of this system (No-Till Conservation Agriculture) being successfully implemented worldwide.  
South Africa needs to follow suit. 

We are hopeful that No-Till Conservation Agriculture will be adopted as the preferred system of agriculture in South Africa as soon as 
possible. And to such ends The No-Till Club would like to offer its full support. 

No-till is Conservation Agriculture in action, environmentally friendly and achievable by all! 

THE FORMATION OF THE NO-TILL CLUB OF KZN 
NO TILL CLUB 

NEWSLETTER NO 1/98 
This, the first Club newsletter, will cover the proceeding of the inaugural meeting of the club held at Winterton on 17 December 1997. 
Twenty seven persons attended and nine apologies were received, which bodes well for the function of the Club. 

1. Mike Frost, as the chairman of the steering committee, welcomed all present and expressed satisfaction with the apparent 
interest.  

2. Anthony Muirhead gave the reasons for the need to establish such a club, and these reasons are reproduced in the Constitution of 
the Club etc.  

3. The office bearers were Dave Schwikkard, John Jackson, Peter Wood, Ant Muirhead, Keith Mackay, Mike Frost, Rob Wood, Rene 
Stubbs, Tony Matchett, and Bill Russell. 

 
At a subsequent committee meeting Ant Muirhead was elected chairman. 
Aubrey Venter was elected early 1999.   

 

THE NO-TILL CLUB OF KZN FIRST COMMITTEE 
 

MISSION STATEMENT  
To actively promote and facilitate environmentally friendly, economically 

sustainable conservation farming, for the benefit of all. 

 

MISSIESTELLING 
Om aktief omgewingsvriendelike, ekonomies-volhoubare 
bewaringsboerdery tot voordeel van almal, te bevorder 

UMGOMO 
Ukuphikelela ukugqugquzela nokuhola ekutholeni izindlela ezongayo 
zokulima Ezingacekeli phansi imvelo, nezikhuthaza inqubekela 
phambili yomnotho ukuze kuhlomule wonke umuntu 

 
 
OBJECTIVES  

1. To create a forum for the exchange of knowledge and experiences in no-till cultivation of a variety of crops. 

2. To assess the expertise of members and assist them to acquire the necessary skills to enable them to practice no-till 
correctly for their particular set of agronomic circumstances. 

3. To promote, motivate and guide research into different aspects of no-till, by whoever is capable and able to carry it out, 
for the further improvement of members’ skills. 

4. To disseminate new knowledge about no-till to members through the holding of an annual Conference and field days 
and the regular publication of a Newsletter.  

Back row:  William Gibbings, Bruce Shepherd, 
 Mike Frost, Rjik Neethling, Bill Slater 
Front Row: Remy Bartels, Anthony Muirhead,  
 Tony Matchet 

 

http://www.bizcommunity.com/


 

 

 



 

 

Quality Seed Pty (Ltd) 
 

Quality Seed has revived and is building on the excellent breeding foundation of Dr Hans Gevers, the 

visionary pioneer of Quality Protein Maize in South Africa. The new owners, James Stegen, John 

Klopper and John MacRobert, acquired the company in 2014 and have made good progress in reviving a well-known yellow QPM 

hybrid, QS7646, and registering and producing a white QPM hybrid, QS623, and a white normal maize hybrid QN521. In the 

registration and production pipeline are two new white hybrids, QN601 and QN701. This establishes the company with a good 

portfolio of productive products suitable for most cropping enterprises, whether for food, feed or silage, for a range of environmental 

conditions. The company is based in Potchefstroom, where John Klopper manages the productions, processing and marketing. Dr John 

MacRobert provides technical and breeding support, while James Stegen manages the finances and business matters. From a virtual 

zero base at acquisition, Quality Seed has established seed multiplication capacity and extended seed sales into Kwazulu-Natal, North-

West and Free State provinces. The company has the vision of prosperous farmers producing nutritious and productive varieties that 

contribute to the well-being of communities, both large-scale commercial farmers and small- holders. 

 

Quality Seed Products: 

QS7646 A Non-GMO quality protein yellow maize hybrid, of medium maturity and suitability for 

grain and silage production. The grain has increased levels of lysine and tryptophan, 

ideal for pig and poultry feeds. The variety is prolific and combines good cob and leaf 

disease tolerance and excellent standability. 

QS623 A non-GMO white-grained, medium maturing, three-way QPM hybrid with stable yield, 

good disease resistance and suitable for dryland conditions. This is a prolific hybrid that 

produces dent grain. 

QN521 This non-GMO hybrid was developed for medium to high potential areas 

where an early, prolific and stable variety is needed. QN521 reaches 

maturity in about 135 days and has good yield potential, excellent leaf and 

cob disease resistance and good drought tolerance. The variety produces 

semi-dent grain of that is exceptionally white. QN521 is suitable for grain 

and silage production. 

QN601 A non-GMO early to medium white single cross hybrid for grain and 

silage production, with good yield potential and all-round disease 

resistance. The hybrid is not prolific but produces grain that is white and 

semi-flint. 

QN701 This is our latest release! QN701 is a late maturing (150 days), white-

grained, semi-dent, single-cross hybrid with high yield potential for 

moderate to high potential areas. QN701 is a medium to tall 

statured-plant with dark green leaf colour, “stay-green” 

characteristic, good stalk standability and resistance to MSV, GLS, 

common rust and NCLB. QN701 is prolific under good conditions 

and moderate plant densities. The variety should not be grown at 

high plant populations. 

 

Contact details: 
 

General Manager: John Klopper 

Email: qualityseedssa@gmail.com Phone: +27820823296 

Financial Director: James Stegen 

Email: stegen@mweb.co.za Phone: +27845882210 

Director: John MacRobert, PhD 

Email: j.macrobert@gmail.com 

Phone: +27761592611 or +263776404044  

( A D V E R T O R I A L )  
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